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But next in importance to the Halys is the Sakaria
(Sangarius), which rises near Angora on the tableland,
and reaches the Black Sea at a point some 80 miles east
of the Bosphorus. The Choruk or Joruk (Bathys), the
north-eastern frontier river, crosses Armenian territory
and falls into the Euxine just south of Batuni. The
affluents of the JEgean Sea are important historically
rather than geographically. While all are of small size,
most of them are renowned in song and legend. Espe-
cially famous are the G-ediz-chai (Hermus), flowing to
the Gulf of Smyrna, and formerly noted for its auriferous
sands; the Bakir-chai (Caicus ?), reaching the coast below
Pergamus; the Khojah-chai (Granicus), flowing from the
slopes of Ida, and the scene of Alexander's first victory
over Darius in 334 B.C.; the Meinder-su,"called Xanthus
by the gods and Scamander by men," which with its
tributary, the equally famous Simois, traverses the Troas
and joins the JEgean at the mouth of the Dardanelles;
lastly, the Buyuk Meinder (Mseander), which flows for
250 miles through wild mountain gorges and rich alluvial
plains to the coast near Miletus, and whose remarkable
windings have given a familiar word to the English
tongue. Most of these streams bring down much alluvial
matter, which has during the historic period choked up
many of the old harbours of the Ionian seaboard. Of
less consequence are the rivers running south to the
Mediterranean, two only of which, the Jihun-chai (Pyra-
mus) and Sihun-chai (Carus), are of any considerable
size. The " Silver Cydnus," associated with the names
of Antony and Cleopatra, reaches this coast close to the
mouth of the Sihun.

Some miles west of the Cydnus follow the two coast
streams, Lamas and Kalykadnos (Ghiuk-su), which de-
scend from the southern slopes of Taurus, and flow
through a district strewn with innumerable ruins of